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TL OT 0 U were 4 Witneſs to the Solem- 
A—IN nty of that Day, in which" the 
| Following Diſcourſe was deli ver d, 
and of which it made a Part. 
Tis to be hop'd the Preſence of 
God will never forſake our Aſſemblies, while 
younger Perſons of ſuch a Spirit and Furni- 
ture are rifing up, under all our Diſaduan- 
tages, for the Service of the Sanctuary. 

It was the Opinion of every one who de- 
fird this Publication, that it ſhould be inſtrib'd 
to you? worthy Name; who have never been 
aſbam d to own the Cauſe of ſerious Religion, 

ca 4's, .5 and 
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. antreee_ aent 4 4 
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ment and E aperiency, 
I hope nothing will be 1 in the « follows 
Diſcourſe, which can juſtly fins or j 
ought improper; by apy who conſider, the 
Of i, | did ate content. tt Alo 1 
2 of a free and candid Debate. 

May the divine Bieffing remain in your 
Hoaſe for the Sake of the Ark of God, which 
ou entertain in it, to the Advantage of 
many round abolt you; and your hoary Head 
in the way of Righteouſneſs, be can- 
tinud as a Crown of Glory in this _—_ 
and 29.2 ou receive. the Cro 
which ne Fer fades: 27 in the. RES T6 
Li, Sis N , Prayer. UE "+ 2 
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The wier + are aug 3 you, — 
© — _ am alſo an elder, 1 1 
Wit ne of the . s of Chri 
1 1 the they gs Ball 
be revealed 3 
Feed the flock of God which ig among yon, 
taling es thereof, not by con- 
fraint, but willingly; not For ney b 
lucre, but of a ready mini; » 
* eit her as 405 bode over Gods . 
5 ples to the 4 | 
In when the chief Shepher ſhall appear, 
pull receive a crown of glory * N 
alls not mm : 
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r HAT this epilile was 45 not Perks cu 
. — written from Name, but | 
52 Be from Babylon in Egypt: is 
- INSET 1 the opinion of the beſt cti- 
ticks, It appears by. ſeveral 
paſſages in it, that it was not written 
to the idolatrous Gentiles, nor the na- 
tive 


— 


not 7775 lucre, but of + a ready mint, 3 
45 t 
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tive Jews; ; but to the gentile converts: 
And was deſign d to cncqurage them to 


conſtancy, under the perſecutiens 0 
which they were exposd; and to excite 


them to holineſs of converſation, ſuit- 


ble to the profeſſion they made. In 
ie former chapter, the Apoſtle had laid 
on the general rules of duty, with 


relation to the chriſtian life, and to 


their ſuffering ſtate; in this chapter he 
proceeds to give more particular direc- 


tions to the elders or miniſters among 


them: The elders which are among you, 
F exhort, &c. The words conſiſt. a Four 


diſtin N 75 | 50 > n 8 


x 


* The characker 88 ahe BI | * 
whom it is directed: The elders we 


are _ Y ae, N * A ey I * 3 

So MA, 

. The accovne I he gives —— himſelf: 

ho am alſo an elder, and 4 witneſs. of 

the Te. of Chriſt, and 4 eg 
of the glory to be revealed, Ve. I plan 
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m The exhortation. inſelf; To fees 
he he. flock a God, taking the overſs br 
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15 N The encouragement propos d, or 
the motive to a ſuitable regard : And 
when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, e 
all rective à croum of glory, x which 
Fadeth not away, v. 4. m 
mall a little : diner ck and 
Conſider each. . "6s aovl 
41 The ee of thi rnb to 
Fig the exhortation is directed: The 
elders which are among you UIG 
presbyters. The word originally fgni- 
fies no more than an elder in years, or 
| ſeniority, in diſtinQion from younger 
erſons. So the elders among the Jews 
e called by the LXX, and we read in 
this ſenſe of the elders of the people Max, xxl. 
odT. 78-'Xa8. So the Apoſtle di- 
tinguiſhes ; Rebuke not an elder; but en. 
treat him as-a' father, and younger men 
#s brethren. And elders here are op- 
pos d to younger, in v. 5. Likewiſe the 
younger ſubmit yourſebves to the elder. 
But the word is generally applied in the 
New Teſtament to a particular order of 
men, in diſtinction from the church, or 
people; who were ſet apart to the ſpe- 
cial Work of preaching the Goſpel, and 
adminiſtring the ordinances of divine 
worſhip 3 ; and*are-otherwiſe- called Paſ- 
tors and Teachers, and Biſhops, or Over- 
feers ; ; 'of which there was always one - 
131 ö lea 


(8). 


leaſt it in every. chriſtian ſocicty,: or goſpel 
(red, either appainted by the, Apoliles, 
e by the chriſt! 2 dhe unity. 
resbyte are one 
and the Bang ende of i © je? d not 
a different order, in the ſtile of the 
New Teſtament; will appear if we con- 
ſider the ſcripture account of the mat- 
ter, 9 different ſchemes which have 
Tg . aid te cyage the force of Kel A 
ſhall give a brief view of each. 
I. If xc conſider the Semptur account 
of the matter, we, find the. Names are 
common to both, and promiſcyouſly 
an of the ſame. perſons; which would 
2 2 eres and naturally 7 
pe 8 and lead intg, miſtake, if 


woere diſtinct ordersy becan * 


Leers r b. 
Tu. i. 57. 7- TagApny morn che foo to ordain elders 


higher order might firly enough include 
the. lower, and biſhops might be called 
presbyters; as the Apoſtie hexe ſtiles him. 
ſelf one; yet the lower would not include 
the higher, and he wh was galy a-pregby- 
ter, ought neyer to be called a _biſhap, 
if they were really diſtinct Things; any 
more than a meer presbyter might be _ 
ed an apoſtle. To this purpoſe we ſind the 
Apoſile calls the elders — 2 the aq of 
Epheſus, Ads XX. 17. @$0CUT{peg, OUET- 
he flock 28. v. imuaboag. 


vg; and adds im- 
3 1585 mediately 


an 9 a 3, 


* 
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mediately concerning the ſame perſons; 


If any be blameleſs;— for a biſhop muſ# be 

lameleſs, ròv emrioxenov 3 Which would be 
no reafon if presbyters and biſhops were 
different perſons; and would render the 
apoſtle's diſcourſe impertinent and un- 
concluding; as much as if I ſhould fay, 
a deacon muſt be apt to teach, for an 
elder, or presbyter muſt be ſo. And in 
the Text the elders, mezocuriesc, whom 
the Apoſtle exhorts in v. 1. are requir'd ' 
to feed the flock, taking the overſight of 
them, v. 2. T1 pavers tmioxonyvres, act the 
biſhops over them. Beſides, their work 


was common, and one and the ſame, 


without any mark of diſtinction, or pre- 
heminence, or dividing it into parts, and 
reſtraining any of them to one: they 


had both the ſame work and office in the 


chriſtian church; for they were to take 
heed to the flock, and feed the church 
of God, and take the overſight of it: 
To look after their proper charge by 
fuitable inſtruction and care. They were 


to exerciſe chriſtian diſcipline, and go- 


vern and rule among them; the elders 
were both to rule well, and to labour in 


the word and doctrine. And they had, A 77 


the rule over them, and were to be 17. 


obey'd, who ſpake to them the word of neb xi y 


the Lord, and watched for their Souls. 17. 
They laid on hands in the ordination 
5 of 


1 of miniſters, or ſeparation to their pecu- 
| | liar office: The teachers as well as 
38 prophets, in the church of Antioch, ſe- 
3 parated Barnabas and Saul for the work 
z Al. xi. a. of the miniſtry. And the apoſtle ſpeaks 
| Tim. ir. expreſly of the /aying on of the hands 
i ps of the presbytery ; i. e. the collection or 
college of presbyters, as the word al- 
ways ſignifies in the new teſtament, 
and in the moſt antient writers. And 
tho' the apoſtle ſpeaks in another place 
of the laying on of his hands upon Ti- 
mothy : if that refers to his ordination, 
and not rather to the extraordinary gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which were convey'd 
by the hands of the apoſtle; it only 
ſhews the concurrence of both in the 
ſame act, not the appropriation of it to 
one of them. The ſame qualifications 
are required in both, none of them diſ- 
tin and peculiar to one. The apoſtle 
requires of a biſhop, that he be blameleſs, 
Tim. ii. I He husband of one wife ; vigilant, ſober, 
2. of good behaviour, given to hoſpitality, 
apt to teach, not given to wine, no ſtriker, 

not given to filthy lucre; but patient, 

no brawler, not covetous, one who rules 

dell his own houſe, having his children 

in ſubection with all gravity; not a 
novice. The very ſame things are re- 
Tit. i. 7. quired in an elder ; he muſt be blame- 
5 leſs, the husband of one wife, having 
. I Faithful 


2 Ep. i. 6. 
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Hands on them, 


* merq; ſacerdos. 


(61 
faithful children, &c. They muſt both 


know how to rule their own houſe, 


and have obedient or faithful children; 
that they may tale care of the church of 
God. And if the biſhop and elder are 
diſtin perſons, the apoſtle has neg- 
lected the deſcription of the higheſt or- 
der of the chriſtian miniſtry, at the 
ſame time, he particularly deſcribes the 
qualifications of the lower; namely, that 


of elders and deacons. They were e- 


parated, and ſet a-part to their office 


the ſame way, without any mark of dif- 
ference, much leſs by a diſtinct ordina- 
tion to each. * They were inveſted in 
their office, and received their com- 


_ miſſion, the ſame way, and at the ſame 


time, The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, ſeparate me 


Barnabas and Saul for the work where- 


unto I have called them; and when 
they had faſted and 5 and laid their 

they ſent them away. 
And Barnabas and Paul, ordained elders 


to the Lord in whom they had believed. 


And Timothy, tho' an evangeliſt, or aſ- 
ſiſtant to the apoſtles in planting church- 1 


es; was ordained by the /aying on of the 


bands F the presbyters. We read of no 


* Quia epiſcopi & . una ordinatio eſt, cum 


B 2 ; other 


Act xiii.2; 


7 


— iv. 3. 


in every church where they came, and 
prayed with faſting, and commended them 


Tim, 
iv. 14. 


Act. xiv. 


1% 


other way of ſeparation to the goſpel mi- 
niſtry, but by faſting and prayer, and lay- 
ing on of hands; there is no inſtance 
or example in all the Scripture of any 
other kind, or without this. 

To conclude this matter, the extent 


| of their charge is the ſame, or the ob- 


jet of their care and overſight; they 
had the ſame charge committed to them, 
which was the flock of God, or chriſtian 
church; every presbyter or biſhop had 
his proper flock, which he was to feed, 


and take the overſight of, and teh 
for their ſouls. They had no larger a 


cure than they were capable of exer- 
ciſing the paſtoral office over in theſe 
inſtances: we find no biſhops over many 


churches, or over other presbyters ; but 


they were each one to take the care of 


the particular church, over which he 
did preſide. Elders were or daiu d n 


church. 


And now if there were any real dif 


| ference between them, eſpecially ſo great 


aone as ſome pretcnd; it would certain- 

ly appear by ſome diſtinguiſhing title, or 
peculiar part of their proper office; by 
a diſtinct ordination, or qualification 
for it, or the extent of their cure: and 
if there appear nothing of any of theſe, 
but on the contrary, they are each com- 
mon to both, in al the Scripture ac- 

A GCC count; 


613 ) 
count; we may ſafely conclude, they 
are not different, but one and the ſame. 
I fhall further obſerve, that tho every 
church had its own paſtor or biſhop, 
who preſided over them in the Lord, and 
had the entire care and government of 
them; yet in larger congregations and 
pulous cities, upon the increaſe of 
the chriſtian church; there were ſeveral 
- presbyters in one church, one of which, 
uſually the eldeſt, or moſt eminent, was 
the proper biſhop or paſtor; and the 
other aſſiſting presbyters, who acted not 
without his direction and conſent; and 
he was ordinarily the præſes or modera- 
tor in their church aſſemblies, for or- 
der ſake. * But that any one was ſu- gc, 
perior in order and authority, the one Tn „ 
bearing rule, and the other ſubje& to 17. 
him; the one only ordaining elders, and 
the other not; the one the paſtor of a 
particular flock, the other having the 
overſight of many; there appears not 
any footſteps in all the new teſtament, 
and feems introduced in after ages, when 
5 the chriſtian church grew more popu- 
lous, and pride and ambition, and the 
love of power and preheminence, ſo 
- agreeable to human nature, began to 
= riſe and prevail in it; and was cheriſh'd 
3 and countenanc'd by the favour of the 
civil powers, when the empire became 
chriſtian. = And 


—_— * = 
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14 And this account of the (ſcripture is 
14 ſupported by the earlieſt monuments of 
14 the chriſtian church, after the writ- 
LY ings of the new teſtament. I ſhall 

1 _ _ only inſtance in a ſingle paſſage out of 
| two of the moſt antient and venerable. 
4 Clemens Romanus ſpeaks of the office 
| of a presbyter as an epiſcopate, and ſays 
expreſly, that the presbyters of Corinth 

were caſt out of their biſhopricks, or 

epiſcopal offices. And Ignatius always 

ſpeaks of his biſhop, as the paſtor of a 

particular church, and having one tem- 
ple, one altar, or communion - table. 

I readily own after all, that many per- 

ſons of excellent worth and uſefulneſs 
in the chriſtian church in after ages, 

as well as many in the preſent, have ap- 

prehended the matter otherwiſe, and 
carried their claims higher ; tho' I think 

the opinion of a diſtint order was not 

the ſenſe of the firſt reformers here in 
1 England; and does not prevail at this 
1 day in far the greateſt part of the re- 
Fi HE formed world. Thus then the matter 
W | ſtands in the Scripture account; but this 

will farther appear if we conſider in the 

next place, 

II. The different ſchemes which have 

been laid to evade the force of it, and 
which ſeem ſo many hypotheſes deviſed 


to ſupport a cauſe, and wanderings from 
the 


(15) 


the plainneſs and ſimplicity of the gol- 


Thus for example, 'tis more gene- 


== ſupposd, that the apoſtles were 
biſhops, diſtin from elders and deacons, 
and conſtituted the third order in the 
Scripture times. This is indeed true, but 


comes not up to the caſe; for the apoſtles 
were extraordinary and temporary offi- 
cers in the chriſtian church; and _ 
whole power, as—apoſtles, ceaſed with 


their perſons, and with the reaſon of 


their inſtitution; as it was entirely o -- 


ing to the extraordinary circumſtance of 


that time. They were perſonal witneſles 
of Chriſt's reſurrection, upon which the 
truth of chriſtianity ſo much depended 
were endowed with extraordinary and 
miraculous gifts, and employ'd to plant 
the goſpel in the whole world; they 


were not fixd and ſettled miniſters to 


any particular flock, but univerſal bi- 
ſhops, and miniſters to the whole chrif- 
tian church. They were appointed and 
qualified for a ſpecial and extraordinary 


purpoſe, and nothing remains in the 


chriſtian church, but their ordinary and 
ſtanding power, which was common to 
them with other presbyters: . and they 
who pretend to ſucceed them in any 
part of their apoſtolical office, have it 
to prove, that any branch of their office, 
as We continues; and that they 
| IJ were 


616) 


were ever fix d miniſters, and confin d 


to any part of the chriſtian church. x 
Others therefore ſuppoſe, that presby- 
ters in the ſcripture were proper biſhops; 
and fo there were only biſhops and dea- 


cons, according to the apoſtles inſcription 
to the church of Philippi, chap. I. 1. 
and that proper presbyters were after- 


D. Ham. in 
Annot. & 
de jure E- 


piſcopatus 


ward appointed by the biſhops at the 
direction of the apoſtles: but as there 
is no ſhadow of proof of presbyters being 
biſhops in the excluſive ſenſe, or of a 
diſtindt order; and if presbyters and 
biſhops were the ſame thing in the Scrip- 


ture times, as we have before ſhewn ; there 


was no need of appointing them after- 


* 4 2 
w * 
9 N * 


— 


4 There is no more pretence that James was biſhop of 
Feruſalem, in this ſenſe, than that Peter was biſhop of Rome; 


and for the ſame reaſon: becauſe the commiſſion to the 
apoſtles was to #each all nations, and go imo all the world; to 
convert the jewiſh and gentile world to chriſtianity : this 


Act xv. 6, 
23. 


A deter minate ſenſe, or undouhted authority. 


was their proper and full employment. And tho Fames 
was preſent at Fern/alem with the reſt of the apoſtles, that no 
more proves that he was a fixed biſhop there, than that any 
other of the apoſtles were ſo, who were preſent as well as 
he. There is no mark of preheminence in the whole re- 
lation, or that he was ſo much as præſes of the aſſembly : 
It was the apoſtles and elders came together to conſider the Matter. 
Perer firſt opened the debate; then Barnabas and Paul ſpake ; 
and laſtly Fares gave his ſentence, or opinion as the reſt had 
done before him: And in the cloſe, ir plenſed the apoſites and 
elders with the whole church to ſend choſen men, and write 
n letter by them to Antioth. As for ſome of the antients 
who call him &fhopof Feruſalem, the expreſſion is neither of 


Wards; 


: 3 N 
wards}, ſo-Igemand where-and when the 
appointment, was made? How; aalikely, 
is it, that When the apoſtle gave ſo par- 


3 ticular. disecti 9 200 Timothy and ie 1 

tian church, namely,” „. elders and _ 

5 25 8 . hays give. farther powers 

e we 1185 er biſhops, dea ander | 
Ns ng This is plainly gratis 7 hip 

: | 4 the whole. pretence, Pre: and 

d | unrcafogable;....: 1 

J- 

C 
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„ Again others, allow, that: chere 8 
only, presbytert and deacons in the ſcrip- 
ture timęs ; but chat biſhops Were inſti 


4 tuted afterwards by apoſtolical appoint- 
— ment, to ſuccced in the government of i 
the church, Gand to ordain- elders: an 

0 baer nee for it 5 neo, 
be ftion of things generally oe d in all 
„% || te aiding churches ſo, ſoon after. 
— But this, pinion gives up. the queſtion 
no in debate, and allows . were only 
3 998 orders of ; Miniſtry , in the ſcripture * 
re- ; Aer - ts it would. be ſtrange the 
3 hurch ſhould be without ne 
—_ orders and; that ſo pringipala one, in the 
ad | very firſt and puxeſt age. And that the or- 
n der. of biſhops, as diſtinct from presby-- 
ats ters, was by apoſtolical inſtitution after- 
of Wards; is only ſuppos d and preſum'd, 
. I Hes any direct evidence. and proof; 


5 : 1 2 and 


23 1 


D. Ham. in 
Annot. & 


de jure E- 


piſcopatus 


Act xv. 6, 
3 | 


| adeterminate ſenie, er undoubted authority, | 
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were ever fix'd miniſters, and confin'd 
to any part of the chriſtian church. xk 
Others therefore ſuppoſe, that presby- 
ters in the ſcripture were proper biſhops; 
and ſo there were only b:ſhops and dea- 
cons, according to the apoſtles inſcription 
to the church of Philippi, chap. I. 1. 
and that proper presbyters were after- 
ward appointed by the biſhops at the 
direction of the apoſtles: but as there 
is no ſhadow of proof of presbyters being 
biſhops in the excluſive ſenſe, or of a 
diſtinct order; and if presbyters and 
biſhops were the ſame thing in the Scrip- 
ture times, as we have before ſhewn ; there 
was no need of appointing them after- 


—c 


* There is no more pretence that Fames was biſhop of 
Feruſalem, in this tenſe, than that Peter was biſhop of Rome; 
and for the fame reaſon: becauſe the commiſſion to the 
apoſtles was to teach all nations, and go into all the world; to 
convert the jewiſh and gentile world to chriſtianity: this 
was their proper and full employment. And tho' James 
was preſent at Feruſalem with the reſt of the apoſtles, that no 
more proves that he was a fixed biſhop there, than that any 
other of the apoſtles were ſo, who were preſent as well as 
he. There is no mark of preheminence in the whole re- 
lation, or that he was ſo much as præſes of the aſſembly : 
It was the apoſtles and elders came together to conſider the Matter. 
Peter firſt opened the debate; then Barnabas and Paul ſpake ; 
and laſtly James gave his ſentence, or opinion as the reſt had 
done before him: And in the cloſe, it pleaſed the apoſites and 
elders with the whole church to ſend choſen men, and write 
a letter by them to Antioch. As for ſome of the antients 


who call him &ſhopof Feruſalem, the expreſſion is neither of 


wards ; 


675 


wards; ſo pl demand where-and when the 
appointment Was made? , How: unlikely 
is it, that when the apoſtle gave. ſo par- 
ticular direction to Timothy and Titus, 
what officers to appoint in every, chriſ- 
tian church, namely, elders and gdea- 


cont; that he ſhould give further powers 


afterward to other bilhops, to inſtitute 
another office, and which no where ap- 
pears neither? This is plainly gratis dium, 
and the whole Fretanct Witraf 25 
unreaſonahle. 

Again others allow, chat there were 
only, presbyrers and deacons in the ſcrip- 
ture times; but that biſhops were inſti- 
tuted afterwards by apoſtolical appoint- 


ment, to .ſaccced in the government of 


the church, and to ordain elders: and 
the great reaſon for it is, that this diſpo- 


ſition of things generally prevail d in fall | 


the chriſtian, churches ſo ſoon after. 


But this opinion gives up the queſtion 


in debate, and allows there were only 
two orders of miniſtry in the ſcripture 
times; and it would be ſtrange the 


chriſtian church ſhould be without one 


order, and that ſo principal a one, in the 


very firſt and pureſt age. And that the or- 
der of biſhops, as diſtin&. from presby- 
ters, was by apoſtolical inſtitution after - 
wards; is only ſuppos d and preſum'd, 


without any direct evidence and proof; 
5 and 


(i895 
and that biſhops in the firſt ages of 


chriſtianity were no more than presby- 


ters or paſtors of particular churches; is 
evident by the ſcripture account, and the 
teſtimony of the firſt chriſtian writers. 

To conclude, ſome yield that biſhops 
and presbyters are indeed one order, and 
have equal powers belonging to their 
office; but that the diſtinction is made 
by the civil powers, together with their 
honours and emoluments; or by the 
agreements and conſtitution of the 
chriſtian church, for orders ſake. The 
power: of ruling and ordaining is an in- 
herent right in every presbyter; only the 
exerciſe of it is confin d to particular 
perſons, by the civil government, or ec- 
cleſiaſtical canons; and ſo is only a 
wiſe inſtitution to preſerve order and 
peace. But then, as this yields the cauſe 


of divine appointment, ſo where the 


rights of presbyters are not denied, but 


allowed; tho I know no power to con- 


fine and reſtrain the exerciſe of it, nor 
any convenience and advantage in it; 
yet, how far it might be lawful to ſub- 
mit for peace ſake, when it is lodg'd in 
proper hands, is worth conſidering : and 


this is the ſenſe, not only of ſome mo- 
derate epiſcopal divines, but of the 
ableſt lawyers concerning the Engliſh 
conſtitution; who ſay, that the law bl 


men 


2 3 


men biſhops; and can unmake them again. 
I am ſenſible I have dwelt too long on 
this branch of the ſubject, and run to 


a. diſproportionate length. 1 proceed, 
II. To the account the apoſtle gives 


of himſelf; and he repreſents himſelf un- 
der a threefold character, each of which 


exceeding proper to engage attcn- 


” tion, and enforce his exhortation. 19090 
..1 He deſcribes himſelf by his office; 


who amalſo apresbyter ou run He 


was a fellow elder, and one of their own 


order and rank, who had the ſame office, 


and bore the ſame character With. them: 


he ſpeaks; with modeſty of Himlelf, tho. 


he were indeed of an higher order; ſo the 
apoſtle John ſtiles himſelf 6 E ανν 


2 Ep. I. One cannot but ow here 


the ſtrange difference from the papal 


ſtile in this humble exhortation of the 
apoſtle. Here is no pretense to pri- 


macy, or claim of ſuperiority and do- 
minion: He calls himſelf. a fellow 
presbyter, and in ſome. reſpect their 
equal. This was a wiſe, as well as a 


kind addreſs, and proper to recommend 


his advice with the greater force, and 
engage the more kindly regards to it. 


He condeſcends to beſpeak them in the 


language of an equal, and as one upon 
a level with themſelves; however, ſupe- 
riour in other reſpects. 'Tis as if he had 
| 3 2 5 ſaid, 


- - —— * 


| : f 
r 
Ii ſaid; I beſecck yen ole ang one of you,” 
14 5 and with the: kindtieſs afid affecttien of 
Ty a brother and a friend; not with the” 
authority if an- apoſtle. bur as à fellow - 
Philem. v, Miniſter with you : TN miphy be bold 
s, in Chriſt; und #njoin thee ; yes for loves 
ſake I rather- beſeeeh thee. 6 the” Roman 
generals usd to beſpeak their ſoldiers, 
when they were going to action, with the 
endearing! appellation of”  conmilitones, 
or fellow ſotdiers:- 
2. By the high privilege conferred e 
him; 2 Unt '#he ſuffertngs of Chriſt. 
This Was. eee office, 
and common to all the apoſtles; to be wit- 
neſſes of he ſufferitigs of Chriſt, as well as 
companions of his life, and ear-witneſſes 
Luk. i. 2. of his dectrinè: they were epe-witneſſes 
and miniſters of the word. When 
- Luk.xxiv, he told them, 'Tr-brhoved Chriſt to ſuffer 
„„. {rf fromthe! dead ; he adds, and ye 
are witheſſes'f" theſe things. The apoſ 
Act. i. 8. tles were witneſſes to him both in Feruſa- 
Jem and all Tudei, and Samaria, and to 
x. 39. the uttermoſt parts of the earth. - And 
Peter tells thi Jews, We are witneſſes of 
all things which he did, both in the land 
of the Jews, and in Jeruſalem, whom they 
few and hung- on a tree. The' apoſtle 
Peter was with him in the garden with 
Mat. xxvi. the two ſons of Zebedee, when he'began to 
37, 58. us forrowful and very Beau; ; and fol- 
4 lowed 


——ꝛ— I 


| 124150) | 
lowed him afar off to the high prieſts hall, 
when he was there; he ſaw e bound 
afid ſcoutged, and cruciſied. \ 
He reftified and declared his cifferings; 
and: preached. Chriſt (crucified unto the 
World: he was 4 witneſs: by his deckrine 
of the ſufferings he underwent; And he 
was ready to bear witneſs to him by Ris. 
. life and actions, to partake of the ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt in his ow] perſon, and 
ſeal his teſtimony 'with his blood; he died 
4 martyr to his religion. So our Lord fore- 
told, That © when he was old he ſhould _ xxl. 
ftrerch forth his hands, and another ſhould '* 
ird * and 3 him whither he would 
not: This ſpake he ying by what 
death he fore aa be 1 e. by be- 
ing erueified: and this well agrees with 
the word 's pep, martyr; and connects 
with the following clauſe; * he was a par- © 
taker of his fufferings as well as of his. 
glory; and is parallel to that expreſſion of 
the apoſtle; Fu ſuffer with him, W# Rom. vil 
all be alſo glorified together.” - uh, 
And this was a moving and tender con- 
ſideration, that he was à witneſs and ; 
' | martyr for Chriſt; who not only ſaw 
5 his perſonal ſufferings; but was a par-. 
taker of his ſufferings i in his own perſon. 
5 As if he had ſaid, J exhort you who am 
5 a fuffering witneſs of Chriſt, who had 
7 the honour” to be one of the choſen WIt- 
l noſe 
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(22) 
neſſes of his death and reſurrection; and 
am now ready to be offer d up upon the 
ſacrifice and ſervice, of your faith; who _ 
muſt ſhortly put off this my tabernach, as 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt hath ſbewed me, 
and have my deceaſe in view; hear the, 
Rer. i. 9. words of a dying apoſtle, who am. your 
brother and companion in tribulation, and in 
the kingdom and patience of Feſus Chriſt. 
3. By, his, future Hopes: a partaler of 
1 glory which ſhall: le revealed; that is, 
the glory which will be beſtowed upon 
faithful paſtors at his glörious appearance; 
9 particularly the glory of the reſurrection, 
when the body will be redecmed from 
the corruption of the grave, and faſpion d 
5 like to the glorious body of Chriſt; and the. 
1 perfection of the whole man will be en- 
oF tire and. compleat. So he ſpeaks of their 
1 Chap. i. 7: being found: unto praiſe and honour and 
glory, at the appearance of Chriſt ; and of 
the grace which is to be brought. unto 
5 them at the revelation of Feſus Chriſt ; 
and they who are partakers of Chriſt's 
ſufferings, when his glory ſhall be reveal- 
4. iv. 3, d, ſhall be glad alſo with exceeding joy 
and the apoſtle calls .it the glory which 
Rom. vii. hall be revealed in us. 
18, He was now partaker of that glory in 
| right and title, and in hope and expecta- 
tion. He had the hope of eternal life, 
which God who cannot 2 hath promis d; 
| and 
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and ſpeaks of it with the ſame aſſurance, 


as if he had already a participation of it, 
and were actually enter d into glory. In- 
deed he had a glimpſe of the glory of 

Chriſt when he was preſent with him at 


his transfiguration, and he received from 
the Father honour and glory, and there 


came à voice from the excellent glory: 


but it will be fully revealed and commu- 
nicated at his appearance; for when 
Chriſt who is our life ſhall appear, we 


ſhall alſo appear with him in glory; and 
when he ſhall appear we faall be like him, 
For we ſhall ſee him as he is. And this 


was very proper to recommend his ad- 


vice, that he was a fellow heir with them 


of the heayenly glory, as well asa org 


presbyter in the work of the Lord: 
brother and companion in the . 


and patience of Feſus Chriſt. Q. D. I ex- 
hort you who have a ſure title, and joy- 
ful hope of the future, glory ; who have no 
doubt of my intereſt, or fear of miſcar- 


riage, I am waiting my releaſe, and ex- 


pect in a little time to be in glory. Have 


theſe things in remembrance after my 


deceaſe: remember my words when I 
am gone to heaven. 
III. The exhortation itſelf: that con- 


ſiſts of two parts; 1. The matter of the 


exhortation, or the duty to which he ex- 
horts. 2. The manner of performance, 
preſcrib'd. | E xt. a 


2 Ep.i.17; 


(24) 

.F 1. The matter of the exhortation. 
And he comprehends the whole paſto- 
ral: qury. in, to. Inge, io 
1. In feeding the flock : Fred the flock 
of God which is among vou. Chriſtians, 
are often. repreſented by ſheep, and the 
chriſtian church or ſociety, Which is 


only 2 collection of ſheep, is fitly call'd 


Rom, x11. 
18. 


the fork of God. Some copies read the 
flock of Chriſt, which tho' it alters not 
the ſenſe, carries a gteater propriety. z 
becauſe he is moſt properly the ſhepherd 
of the ſheep, and God's. ſhepherd, who 
has the care of the yo. committed to. 
him. And when he ſays, which is among 


You, T5 i ,, the expreſſion has been 


thought to be ambiguous, and to be ca- 
pable of ſignifying either, the fock which 
7s among you, as we render it; that. is, 
cach one muſt take care of his proper 
flock, and the particular charge com- 
mitted to him; where he reſides, and 
which he preſides over: or elſe it may 
ſignify, as much as in you lies; like that 
expreſſion of the apoſtle ;. F it is poſſible, 
as much as lieth in you, live peaceably 
with all men. Tis To & Up, and ſo 
the ſenſe would be; exert. all your 
powers; uſe your utmoſt care and beſt 
endeavours. So it was firſt render'd by 
Eraſmus, and this rendering was after- 


Wards followed by Calvin and other in- 


terpreters. 
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terpreters. The thought is ingenious, 
and the ſenſe commodious: but if this 
were the ſenſe, it ſhould haye - been 
70 x yudc, or eg Uucy for the ar- 
ticle Td here does not refer to quis, but to 
TO pavic 3 "tis plainly T9 O v Us, the 
flock which is among you; which clear- 
ly determines it to the former ſenſe, 
and juſtifies our rendering. 70 

Now concerning the flock, he requires 
the elders to ſced it; the word is taken 
from ſhepherds, and proper to the notion 
of a flock; they are to take care of the 
flock, and perform the duty of a ſhep- 
herd to it. The metaphor. is borrowed 
from the old Teſtament ;. Twill give you Je. i.e) 
paſtors according to my own heart, who 


ſhall feed you with knowledge and under- 


ſtanding : and again, I will gather the 
remnant of my jlock out of all countries . xxiii. 
whither I have driven them, and bring © 
them again to their fold; and I will ſet 
ſbepherds over them, who ſhall feed them. 


"IM ſometimes usd of kings and Civil - 


rulers; the Lord ſaid to Saul, thou ſhalt 


feed my people Iſrael, and be captain over > Sam, v. 


Iſrael: and David fed them according to * 
the integrity of his heart, and guided 


them by the elt of his hands: this PClxxviii, - 


Was the antient uſe of the word, for we * 


often read in Homer of moi A in 


dhe t, ( 7 nom 
I "£2 i 
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Act. xx. 


20, 27. 


2 Tim. i. the truth as 7 is in Jeſi 


faſt the form of found words, which we 


I 3. 


"i 


J Cor. ii. nt corrupting the word of Go 


Te 


3 Tim. vi the ſcriptures; 3 and wholeſom 


(26). 

It comprehends the proper duty of 
evviſttuns- miniſters towards the church; 
they muſt feed them 04th knowledge and 
underſtanding ; with the chriſtian doctrine 
and the ordinances of the goſpel, which 
are the proper food of the ſoul; and 
lead them in green paſtures, and beſides 
the ſtill N Our Lord repreſents 
his doctrine as he bread of life; and 
the apoſtle ſpeaks of being nouriſb d 
aß with the words of faith and good 
doctrine, and growing by the finrere milk' 
of the word. We niuſt be careful to 
inſtruct them in the knowledge of the 
truth, and keep bark nothing which is 


. profitable to them, or bun to declare all 
the counſel of God. We muſt inſiſt much 


upon the moſt profitable and impottant 


truths; the great and peculiar princi- 
ples and duties of chriſtianity: 


and be 


careful to give them ſound doctrine, or 
efas ; and to BO,, 


have heard of the apoſtles, and as it lies in 
words, even 
the words of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, and 
the doctrinę which is according t to 1 0 * 
In doctrinèe ſhewing incorruptneſs, and 
od; by falſe 
gloſſes and foreign mixtures, or ſpeaking, 
in the name of the Lord, our own fancics 


or paſſions. We chu not feed them 
5 | with 


P ˙ a K ůÄÜd HE nag — 


gerous errors, which would not edify, 


wou d breed a rot. We muſt guard them 
"wan thow-of the mars of fin 3 and de | 
fend the goſpel, and contend earneſtly for £3 


fault; and by ſound doctrine exhort and 
convince: gainſayers, and ſo Hop * 


1 flock, as our Lord directs Peter; 


as feed them. The word èr⁰νονν e here 28. 


ðt uf CL ad 
with empty chaff, ot ſubtil poiſon; with 
airy unconcerning ſpeculations, or dan- 


but do them hurt; and be like leading a 
flock of ſheep into barren and unſayoury 
paſtutes, Which, inſtead of nouriſhing, 


N , 
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againſt hurtful miſtakes of mind, and 


the faith which was once deliver d to 
the ſaints, againſt all oppoſition and aſ- 


mont hs of thoſe who ſubwert it. 
. Particularly; we muſt feed the lambs. Jobo xxis , 


i. e, younger and weaker chriſtians; and 
ſuit ourſelves to the ſtate and condition 
of men, and their different ſtanding and 
capacities in the chriſtian life; rightiy 
dividing the word of God, and giving 
every one their portion in due ſeaſon ; 
milk for babes as well | as. ſtrong meat, 
which belongeth to them who are of full Hev.v. 14; 
age; we muſt exhort and comfort and h 
charge every one. „ 
2. In taking the overfght of them. 
They are to tale heed to the flock, as well aa. xx, 


ſignifies to act the part of a biſhop to- 
ward them, by proper overſight and cir- 
—_ cumſpection. 
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Heb. xiii. 
7s 17. 


ſpeak to them the word of God; and to 


give an account. They are guiding rulers 


munion, according to ſcripture- rule, 


obedience ; and xreject or caſt out for 


( 
cumſpection. A ſhepherd muſt not only 
feed the flock, but guide them too, and 
direct their way and go before them, 
and lead them to the paſture and to the 
fold. And fo tis as if he had ſaid, You 
are biſhops and overſeers of the flock ; 
anſwer your name, act as you are call'd, 
take the overſight of the flock committed 
to your care, and een is become your 
erde IJ | 

- Miniſters. are not only to n the 
flock; to preach the goſpel, and admi- 
ſter the ordinances of it to them; but to 
exerciſe a proper care and diſcipline: 
they who labour among them are over 
them in the Lord; and to admoniſh them. 
And they have the rule over them who. 


be obeyed and ſubmitted to; and to 
watch "hy: their ſouls as they who” muſs 


in church affairs, and in the worſhip-of 
God, who are to govern by the laws of 
Chriſt, and to be obeyed in the Lord: 
They muſt obſerve their manners and 
behaviour; admit to the chriſtian com- 


upon a credible profeſſion of. faith and 
ſcandalous ſins, and diſorderly walk, and 
apoſtacy from the faith; and reſtore them 


upon repentance, and receive into the 
„ 8 chriſtian 


— — ror re rn 


r 


* 
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CRY 
chriſtian ſociety and: communion? again; 
that the chriſtian church may be preſerv'd 
in its purity” and- diſtinction, from the 
wicked and unbelieving world. They 
are not only to preach the word, but to re- 


prove; rebuke, exhort; with all long-ſuffer- 


ing and patience:; and reprove them ſharply 
chew they may be ſound in the faith : they 
muſt be concern'd for their welfare as 


them, and muſt give an account of their 
behaviour towards them. 
Tis one part of their proper care and 


overſight of the flock to ordain other 


miniſters to this facred office, and ſettle 
them inthe. chriſtian church; to eee 
a ſucceſſion of miniſters, and keep u 
the! chriſtian worſhip in the world. They 
are not only to keep the good thing which 
was:committed to them; but they are to 
commit the ſume to faithful men, who 
ſhall. 'be able to teach others alſo, i. e. to 
perſons. duly qualified and diſpoſed, ' ac: 
cording to ſcripture-rule and direction in 
the caſe. And they are to ordain elders 
in rvery church, and in every 1 95 or any 
town where there is a church. 

§ 2. The manner preſcribd in which 


theſe. duties are to be perform d. This 


is repreſented in a threefold remarkable 


antitheſis; in which the apoſtle guards 


againſt a — evil to which ſuch 
* 


. I ern — — e —̃ mg . 


2 Tim, ip. 


Tit i. 13. 


- thoſe who are entruſted with the care of 


2 Tim. i. 
14. 


= xiv, 


TH i. 5. 


| 
id 


| 
; 
| 


1 Cor. ix. 
16. 


— 17. 


'2 Cor. 13. 5 
7. 


Philem. iv. 


= 
perſons are peculiatly, ſubject, namely 


* loth, covetouſneſs, and pride and 


which contains a proper directory i in the 
exerciſe of the paſtoral office. 


11 Nat by conſtraint, but willing). Dr. 
Hammond is ſingular here, and under- 


ſtands the firſt expreſſion in an active 
ſenſe; not conſtraining the flock by force, 
or uſing any violence towards it. But 
this, however true in it ſelf, ſeems not 


the deſign of the apoſtle; for ſo it docs 


not fitly connect with the following 
clauſe to which it is oppos d; and that 


ſenſe belongs to another branch of the 


direction given afterward. : The mean- 
ing plainly is, that he would not have 
them act under the power of conſtraint, 
or be drawn unwillingly to the ſervice; 
by the force of any external conſidera- 
tion, or regard to things without them, 
as the fear of want, or the awes of cen- 


ſure; or the meer terror of the divine 


threatning, and the wo denounced. againſt 


them who preach not the goſpel. Tis 


the lame thing which the apoſtle expreſſes 
by dxavz but if againſt my will a dif- 
penſation of the goſpel is committed ta 
me, what is my reward then? ſo he ſpeaks 
in the .caſe of charity, of giving grudg- 
ingly, and of neceſſity: And he would 
not- have. the benefit be as it were of ne- 


cell. ity. We muſt not crouch under a bur- 
den, 


r i as te ben 


(31 5 a 
den; or look upon it as a task impos dd 
upon us, and act with a reluctant and , 
back ward mind: the reafon is, that Chat 


is done by conſtraint, and of neceſſity, 
will never be rightly done. We ſhall 


never act, upon this principle, with vi- 


gour and zcal, or ſuitable to the nature 
of out work. We ſhall be eaſily mov d 
and terrified by every difficulty and diſ- 


cCcouragement in out way, and act with 


coldneſs and indifference, and do no 
more then needs muſt; and never be 


able to ſupport any life in our adminiſ⸗ 


trations, or preſerve a loten and 
conſtaney of mind. 

On the contrary, it muſt be willmgh, 
in oppoſition to force and conſtraint. It 
muſt be with our own choice, and with 


freedom and liberty of mind. We muſt 


act with unforc'd conſent; upon rational 

motives and due conviction of mind, in 
the undertaking; and engage in the ſer- 
vice as a free will offering to Chriſt, who 
has loved us at ſo great an expence; and 
with a ſincere” concern for the intereſts 
of his kingdom, and the good of the 


ſouls of men. And we muſt act in it 


with cheerfulneſs of mind, and as thoſe 
who take a pleaſure in it; with the clear. 
eſt ſatisfaction, and the higheſt delight. 
We muſt act in all the parts of our 
work. from no other conſtraints, but 
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Ex. xxxiv. feed the, Hack? Ye 5 be Fat, an 
ye with the wooll. The apoſtle requires 


23. 


032.9 
thoſe, of the love. of Chriſt, -and zeal for 
his glory; from the kindly endearments. 


f mercy, and, the. powerful. ſenſe of 


duty and obligation. : This the apoſtle 
repreſents by the oppoſite Word bn, 
but if I da, this. willingly . T have a re- 
ward ; and the cheerful groer is oppos d 
to hini, who giveth grudgingly, and of 
neceſſity ; and he would have the benefit 
be not of neceſſity,, but. ailing. The 
next direction „ | 
2. Not of filthy lucre, but of a 3 
mind. It mult not be of "flthy lucre: not 
from the ſecular advantages to be gained 
by it, as reputation and eſteem in the. 
world, or the profits and perquiſites of 
the office; becauſe paſtors were to have 
double honour and maintainance. This, 
is a low, and mean conſideration up- 
on which to act, in ſo great a truſt, 


and will never riſe higher than the prin- 


ciple from whence it ſprings; as, the 
Waters riſe not aboye thcir level, or the 


ſpring head from hence they flow. The 


prophet denounces a. curſe, Mo to the 


ſhepherds of Yb. How feed themſelves. 


and not the flock ; loud not the ſhe 2 
clothe 


that a biſhop be not greedy of filthy lucre; 


Tit. i. 7. and he fays of the falſe teachers, that 
mm 1 chey fa 16 verted whole houſes, . 


things 


- 
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fare of the flock; 
well affected towards them, 


1 1233 33 


things which they . ought not, i. e. falſe, 


doctrines, humouring them in their er- 
rors and vices; for filthy Iucre ſake, * or 
their own worldly advantage. 


of the truth, ſuppoſmg that gain is godli- 
neſs; who usd their religion to ſerve 
their worldly ends. 

In oppoſition to this, it muſt be of a a 
ready mind; coli pes. Tis the fame 
word he uſes of the Corinthians bounty 


to the poor chriſtians; the declaration of 


your ready mind, mnefupiz 5vpuarv. They 
were to act in all the ſervice they per- 
formed, and all the difficulty and danger 
which attended it, from a ſincere good 
will and propenſity of mind to the wel- 
as thoſe who were 
and intent 
upon their good; not upon their own 
gain, or any ſiniſter and ſecular deſign. 

Miniſters muſt act clearly in their ſa- 
cred work; not from the ſordid love of 


5 And he 
ſpeaks of men of corrupt minds, deſtitute 


1 Tim. v. 


2 Cor. viii, 
19. 


gain, tho' they have a right to be main- 


tained, but from a ſincere affection to the 
ſouls of men, and an hearty concern for 
the good of the church. They muſt act 
with noble and generous views, With a 
diſintereſted and ſelf-denying zeal; and 
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Act. xx. 


\(:54) 


be able to ſay, I have coveted. 70 — s 


155 ii. ſifuer and gold; and I ſeek not jours, but 


Philip. ii. 


20. 


ou; and being 3 deſirous of 
gou, we were willing to impart, not only 


the goſpel, but our own ſouls. They act 
a mean and unworthy part, below the 


dignity of their office, and with a ſpirit 


utterly unſuitable to it, who inſtead of 
naturally caring for their ſtate ; ſeek 
their own, and not the things which are 
Feſus Chriſt's. Who firſt make a pro- 
perty of the people, and then a prey of 
them; who hunt after preferments, and 
heap up one upon another; make a trade 


of their ſacred employment, and proſ- 


titute it to the meaneſt purpoſes; and 
ſeem to deſign nothing higher, than to 


_ enrich their families, and make their for- 


tunes in the world. But I think, under 
other diſadvantages, our circumſtances 
pretty generally ſet us out of the danger 
of this temptation. 

3. Not as Lords of God's heritage, 
but examples to the flock. They are not 


to be Lords of God's heritage ; und” we 


ZATZXUPIDOVTES Twv XANQwv. The word 
zMe&% from whence the -Engliſh word 
8 is derived, is here usd of the 
chriſtian community, or flock of God, 
in diſtinction from the presbyters Or 


biſhops ; however it came in after ages, 
to > change its application, and to be us d 


of 


(35) 
hs of presbyters, or miniſters, in diſtinction 
+ from the people; and is a flagrant in- 
f _ ſtance of the arbitrary uſe of words, and 
7 abuſe of ſounds. The chriſtian people 
* 


are God's clergy in the ſcripture ſtile; 
and biſhops and presbyters, miniſters by 
whom they believe, and helpers of their 
r 7, and their ſervants for 22 ſake. 
The word ſignifies a lot or heritage, 


T in alluſion to the people of Iſrael, who 

N are ſo called; The Lord hath taken you pet i, 

„F and brought you forth — to be to him a 20. 

d people of inheritance. And, they are thy — ix. 29. 

1 people and thy inheritance. They fall to 

C him as it were by lot, and are peculiar 

4 and dear to him as an heritage. And 

0 every flock of God was a lot or heritage, 

AY as It was the peculiar charge of the pres- 

* byter or biſnop, who was to feed and 

= take the overſight of it: as the land of 

er Canaan was divided into lots among the 
ſeveral tribes. And fo the antient Greek 

4 ſcholiaſt underſtood it, 7 xAnpoy tepov 

95 ou kad, the ſacred conventus, or | 

* chriſtian community. Indeed, Dr. Whz:t- Theoph, 

8 by has a peculiar ſenſe of it, who under- 

* ſtands by it the poſſeſſions of the church, 

de becauſe the word is ſometimes us d in Greek 

d Authors, and by the LXX in the old teſ- 

_ tament in that ſenſe; and ſo he under- 

es. ſtands here, the inheritances ſold for the 


4 uſe of the poor, and put into-the biſhops 
ot ee; E 2 hands 
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hands to be diſpos d among them. And 
then the ſenſe would be, that they were 
to look upon themſelves as ſtewards, 
and not lords of the heritage, and to 
diſpoſe of the publick revenues, without 
avarice and partiality; not with arbitrary 
humour, or without regard to the dif- 
ference of circumſtance or reaſon of the 
cCaſe; as there was a murmuring of the 
Greeks againſt the H ebrews, becauſe their 
4d. vi. 2, widows were negletted in the daily mini- 


extraordinary caſe of the firſt chriſtians; 

when they had all things in common, 

they ſold their poſſeſſions, and brought the 

price, and laid it down at the apoſtles 
feet; and diſtribution was made to every 
man according as he had need. But as 
this word is never us'd in this ſenſe in 
the new teſtament ; ſo wherever a chriſ- 
tian church was ſettled, there was ano- 
ther order of miniſtry by divine appoint- 
ment, for that purpoſe, that is deacons, 
who were to ſerve tables, and take care 
of the poor, while they on themſelves 
' continually to prayer, and to the miniſtry; 
of the word; and who are particularly 

deſcribed in the Epiſtles to Timothy and 

Titus. Beſides, that this ſenſe would fall 

in with what he had juſt before men- 

tion'd, not of filthy lucre, and is not 

likely to be intended in this expreſſion, 

where 
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where he is plainly giving another di- 
rection. 


Now with reference to this heritage 


he requires that presbyters or biſhops 
ſhould not /ord it over them; that is in 
the general, carry it in a lordly manner, 
or exerciſe an imperious behaviour to- 
wards them ; becauſe they are God's he- 
ritage and property, and not theirs; God 
retains his own right, and has appointed 
them miniſters and ſhepherds of the flock, 
to take care of them; not maſters and 
lords, to rule them by their will, or with 
any rigour. Thus particularly, they muſt 
not rule them by force, or exerciſe > 
tyranny over them; for they govern vo- 
luntiers, and thoſe who freely conſent y 
and have no power of conſtraint, or vio- 
lence, which is moſt abhorrens to the 
nature of their office, and the genius of 
the goſpel. God threatens the ſhepherds, 
who inſtead of /frengthening the diſeaſed, 
and healing the ſick, and binding up that 
- which is broken, and bringing again that Ex. xxxir. 
which was driven away; ruled over © 


them with force, and with cruelty. And 


our Lord marks out the difference be- 

tween his ſpiritual kingdom, and the 

kingdoms of this world; ye know the 

princes of the gentiles exerciſe dominion 

over them, and they who are great, exer- 

99 authority over them ; but it ſhall _ DINE. 5 
e 
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r 
be ſo among you ; but whoſoever will be 
great among you, let him be your miniſter. 
And he reproaches the ſcribes and pha- 
riſces for their hypocriſv, who bind heavy 
burdens, and grievous to be born, and lay 
them on mens ſhoulders, but they them- 
ſelves will not move them with one of 
their fingers. © 5 ; 
Nor muſt they impoſe unneceſſary 
things, or make any thing neceſlary 
which the law of Chriſt has left at li- 
berty ; or lay a yoke upon the necks of 
the diſciples, when he has freed them 
from the jewiſh yoke; and introduce a 
new lau of commandments contained in 
ordinances, when he has aboliſh d the old 
one; and we are required t ſtand faſt in 
the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free. The apoſtle himſelf declares, 

2 Cr. not that we have dominion over your 
faith, * or require you to believe with- 
out ſufficient authority; and was careful, 
18. * . not to abuſe his power in the goſpel, or 

Ns the authority which was given for ediſi- 
cation, and not for deſtruction. And 
when ſome of the jewiſh converts taught 

the neceſſity of circumciſion to the ſal- 
vation of the gentile chriſtians, the whole 
college of apoſtles met at Feruſalem, un- 
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der the guidance of the holy Ghoſt, came 


to this determination, to lay wo greater 
burden upon them than a few neceſſary 


things; and carefully avoided enjoining 


any burdenſom rites, or enſnaring ca- 
nons. 55 

On the other hand, they were to be 
enſamples fo the flock ; Timo 71G, ty pes 


or exemplars; patterns for their imita- 


tion. They were to be the Zypes, and 
the people the antitypes, which were to 
anſwer to them. They were not to rule 


them with rigour, or uſe any other force 


but that of example; they were to go 
before them in the ſame way, in which 


they directed them to walk, and be fo/- 


lowers of them as they were of Chriſt ; 
as fair copics of the great original. This 
the apoſtle requires concerning himſelf. 
Brethren, be followers together with me, 
and mark thoſe who walk ſo, as you have 
us for an example. And he appeals to 
the conſciences of the people, as well as 
to God ; 7e are witneſſes, and God alſo, 
how holily and juſtly, and unblamably, 


we have behaved: ourſelves among you 


who believe; and, you know what man- 
ner of men we were among you for your 


AR. xv. L 


Philip. iii. 


17. 


1 Theſſ. 


ii. 10. 


ſake, and you became followers of us and - 


of the Lord. And he gives it in charge 
to Timothy; Let no man deſpiſe thy 
youth, but be thou an enſample to the 

. believer 
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r Ep. iv. beljever in word, in converſation, in cha: 


. rity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity: and 
to Titus, in all things ſhew thy ſelf a 
pattern F good works z where the word 
is the ſame all along. We muſt be care- 
ful to lcad, as well as direct them in all 
the paths of truth and righteouſneſs, and 
ſet them an example of holy converſation 
and godlineſs; recommend the excellen- 
cy and power of the doctrine we preach, 

by tranſcribing it into our lives; and 
ſhew that we believe ourſelves, and are 


in good carneſt, by the influence it has 


upon. our own ſouls. This is the ſacred 
directory for the work and the ſpirit of 


a chriſtian paſtor, or miniſter of the goſ- 


pel. Nothing now remains but 

IV. The encouraging motive here pro- 
pos'd, in v. 4. And when the chief ſhep- 
herd ſhall ap een, ye ſhall receive a crown 
of life which fadeth not away, This is 


the great eee and encouragement 
to anſwerable diligence and concern of 
mind; and what ought to animate and 


ſupport under all the difficulties and 
trouble which ariſe, Q. D. Though 


your work be great, and difficulties many 


in the faithful diſcharge of it, tho' you 
ſhould not meet with anfwerable ſucceſs, 
or ſuitable reward from men, yet you 
ſhall have a glorious and abundant re- 


ward hereafter ; and greater than the 


_ falſe 


(Ar) 


falſe apoſtles and teachers can pretend 
to, in the pleaſing of men, or any world- 
ly advantage. I -ſhall-propoſe and urge 
it briefly in its diſtinct parts, and con- 


clude. 
I. The 8 under 4 our 


Lord is repreſented ; he is the chief ſhep- 


herd. He repreſents himſelf as the good 
Hepherd who lays down his life for the 


ſpeep; and who knows his own - ſheep; 
and is known of his. And' the apoſtle 
_ repreſents him as the great ſhepherd of Heb. xiii, 
the ſheep. He is the chief, or head ſhep- ** 


herd, who owns the-ſheep ; all others are 


under ſhepherds appointed and employed 


by him: they receive all their power 
from him, and exerciſe it in his name 


they are ſubject to his laws, and account- 
able to him. All presbyters or biſhops 


are under the direction of the great ſhep- 
herd and biſhop of ſouls; and are to act 
according to the rules he has preſcribed, 


and in a conſtant dependence upon him. 


Own your ſubjection to the great Lord 


and Head of the church. Conſider your- 
ſelves, not as lords of the heritage, but 
as ſervants of Chriſt, and miniſters of 
the church. Be careful to act a faithful 


part, and difcharge the truſt repos'd in 


vou, as thoſe who ſtand in a nearcr re- 


lation to Chriſt, and are under ſpecial 


x 0 


John x. 


12. 


1 Pet. it; 
25. 


5 obligations to his ſervice; keep cloſe to 


(un 


| the rule of his word in all your ſervice 
and miniſtrations, as thoſe who call nb 
man maſter upon earth; and know that 


one is your maſter even Chriſe. Keep your 
minds under a conſtant ſenſe of the au- 
thority of Chriſt, and the encourage- 
ments of his gracious preſence with you 


in all the difficulties of the way. 


Tit. ii. 13. 


2. The account he will take of their 
ſervice: The chief ſhepherd will appear : 
i. e. He will return again into this world, 
and come to judgment. He who inſti- 
tuted this office, and appointed the proper 
work of it, will come to call them to an 
account: The Lord of thoſe ſervants will 
come and reckon with them. In this ſenſe 


the expreſſion is us'd in the new teſta- 
ment, Looking for the bleſſed hope, and 


glorious appearance of the great God and 


bur Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And the apoſtle 


1 pet. LY. 


- Heb, ir. 
28. 


Peter ſpeaks of the tryal of faith which 
will be found unto praiſe at the appear- 
ing of Jeſus Chriſt. He will appear at 


laſt with great perſonal glory, and to the 


fection of his undertaking : To them 


who look for him ſball he appear the ſe- 
cond time without ſin, unto ſalvation. 


And when he fhall appear, we muſt give 
our account to him, for all our talents 


and truſts; for every gift receivd, and 


every oppottunity of uſe and improve- 


'} ment. He will take an account of our 


— 


. 


„„ aL © 
diligence and behaviour; how we have 
ated in our place, and what we have 
done for his glory; with what tem- 


per and ſpirit, and by what principles 


and views. So the apoſtle ſolemnly 

charges Timothy, I charge thee there- 2 Tim. iv. 
fore before God, and the Lord Feſus " 
Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and the 

dead, at his appearance and kingdom; 


| preach the word; be inſtant in ſeaſon, | 
and out of ſeaſon. And he ſays, They Heb. xiii, 


watch for your ſouls as they who mut 
give an account, that they may do it with 
joy, and not with grief. 5 
Conſider often the certainty of his ap- 
pearance, and the ſtrictneſs of the ac- 


count; act under the awes of a final 
reckoning, as entruſted and accountable 


creatures, who muſt give an account of 
your ſtewardſhip when you muſt be no long- 
er ſtewards. Preach the word as thoſe 
who muſt be judged ; perſuade other 
men, as thoſe who know the terror of the 


Lord yourſelves: live and act as they 


who believe we muſt all appear before 
the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. Keep the 
final account always in view, and act 
under the influence of a firm perſuaſion 
and beliving foreſight of it. 


3. The excellency of the future re- 


ward: they will receive a crown of life. 


This will be the reward of faithful paſ- 


F 2 tors 


(44) = 
tors who act ſuitably to the character 
they bear, and the directions here laid 
down. The expreſſion alludes to the 


crowns which were worn in times of pub- 
lick feſtival, and great joy; and by thoſe 


who won the prize in the olympiac games, 


or return d home.with victory and con- 


queſt. Chriſt is the Epz6wrys: the judge 
of their labour and conflict, and they who 


are faithful in his ſervice, and overcome, 


ſhall carry away the prize: he will award 


the crown to them. The prophet tells 
us in the old teſtament; . they who. are 


wiſe, i. e. wiſe to win. ſouls, and ſo tis 


rendered in the margin, Zeachers ; ſhall 


o_ xii. 


apoſtle encourages himſelf with this proſ- 


2 Tim. iv. 
7. 


Rev. ii. 
10. 


ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament ; 


and they who turn many to righteouſneſs, 


as the ſtars for ever and ever. And the 


pect; I have fought the good fight, I have 
fiſhed my courſe, and kept the faith; 


henceforth is laid up for me a crown 
of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 


righteous judge will give at that day. 
And 'tis promis'd to all the faithful: Be 


thou faithful unto the death, and T will 


give thee a crown of life. "Tis a crown 

of glory and righteouſneſs, and life. 
He will beſtow a glorious and excellent 

reward upon all his faithful ſervants; and 


a diſtinguiſhing and eminent degree of 


glory upon faithful miniſters: they ſhall 
nn. * ſhine 


„„ 
ſhine as the brightneſ3 of the firmament, 
and as the ffars for ever and ever; and 
differ from other ſtars in glory, as they 


did in the orb in which they moved. 


Look then to the crown of life, and the 
joy which is ſet before you, to encourage 
and animate, under all your difficulty and 


toil: fetch in freſh vigour,' from the 
views of the future reward; therefore la- 


2 Tim. ĩv. 


bour and ſuffer reproach, as thoſe who 10. 


' Fruſt in the living God, or have a firm 
confidence of the promiſe of the life that 
19 lo come, and of the future ſalvation. 


Both act and endure as thoſe who have 
reſpect unto the recompence of reward; 
and who ſee him who is inviſible. No- 
thing can have greater weight than this 
conſideration, and in ſome circumſtances 
of our caſe, nothing is ſufficient but this. 
4. The duration and continuance of it : 
It is a crown which fadeth not away. 
This is the ſingular and diſtinguiſhing ex- 
cellence of the future glory; that the 
crown will be not only unſpeakably 
bright and glorious, but it will be ever 
freſh, and never fade and decay. So'tis 
oppos'd to thoſe crowns which were given 
to the conquerours in wars and publick 
games, Whieh were. made of wreaths of 
lawrel, and fading flowers: Now they 1 Cor. ix. 


do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but 


we an incorruptible. Tis an unfading 
crown, 


4 
crown, the word is 4uagzyruy, which is 
explained in Heſychius by d, which 

cannot corrupt; and is equivalent to the 
5 deſcription of the heavenly bleſſedneſs, 
Chap. i. 4. an inheritance incorruptible, unde filed, 
pany which never fadeth away, apuagartov. 
The final bleſſedneſs will be eternal; no 

length of. time will breed the leaſt de- 
cap, or any diflike ; it will remain in full 

- vigour and verdure to all eternity; and 

| be ever freſh, and ever green... 
| . And what encouragement and comfort 
| may be deriv'd from hence under all the 
f difficulties in the way? Our labour and 
1 trouble are but for a ſhort ſpace, but the 

þ | crown of glory fadeth not away. What 

| is a whole life of ſervice and ſuffering, to 

1 the future recompence of reward, and the 
gift of eternal life? The preſent light 47 
fictions are but for a moment, but there is 
an exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 
| and the ſufferings of this oreſont life are 
* not worthy to be compared with the glory 
| which is tu be revealed. Faithful dili- 
gence int preſent ſervice will meet with 

an ample reward hereafter ; they who. 
rule well in the houſe of God, will not 
only be counted worthy of double honour, 
now; but be made rulers over many ci- 
Ties in the kingdom of heaven. Let us 
| not be weary of well doing, or look 

vack when we have put our and to the 
1 1 4 plough : 


17171. ik. a 


» 
- 


2 
18 
* 


— 


. will be made 


4 1 


we have obtained mercy, let us faint not. 
Let us not tire or be diſcouraged by the 


labour and conflict of the preſent ſtate, 


for there awaits us a crown of immortal 


life; and we ſhall reap i we faint not. 
How grand and auguſt will the appear- 


ance be, when every faithful paſtor of the 


chriſtian church, will appear like” Joſbua 
the high prieſt, arrayed with all his prieſt- 


as is + 


ly. garments, and crowns of gold and ſil. Zach. vi. 


ver upon his head: Each one ſhall /it down 


with white robes, bear palms in his. hands, 


and a crown of | hep his head. They 


in the temple of God above, and go out 


* 


* - * 
4 3 ry 


ngs and prieſts unto God 
and the Father, and they who were the 
pillar and ground of rh truth in the church 
of the living God, ' ſhall be made FiPars 


11. 


with the lamb on his throne, be clothed. 


plough: Seeing we have this miniſtry, as 2 Cor. ir. 
Is 
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